
 
 

 

 
DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4 
 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE 
This week we are engaging students in a “Tiny Tuesday” lesson on digital citizenship.  
Depending on the grade, students will learn skills from over sharing personal 
information and safe online talk to understanding our digital footprint.  Our wonderful 
Technology Integration Specialist, Brenda Doucette, who along with our librarian, 
Jamie Lightfoot, and all of our classroom teachers, works with students to begin to 
grasp the power and pitfalls of the online world, creates the lessons.  I personally 
experienced one of those pitfalls recently and will be sharing my error with our 
students as a teachable moment.   
 
As you know I use quotes for our weekly newsletter to connect the shared experiences 
of our school community to bigger ideas.  To be quite frank, I use weekly quotes fro my 
own inspiration.  I have looked to quotes for years as teacher to seek continued 
inspiration around ideas that connect learning to the world around us.  “Back in the 
day”, my classroom was adorned with several books with quotations, but with the 
Internet, that information is literally at our fingertips. However, as we are teaching our 
students, we have to be cautious with the information that we find, cautiously 
examining, analyzing and verifying its source.  Unfortunately, most recently, I did not 
fully vet the sources of the quote below that in my January 1st newsletter I attributed to 
Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
 

Quote of the Week 
  

"The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing." 
 

- Henry Ford 
 



“Each year’s regrets are envelopes in which messages of hope are found for the New 

Year.”  

 Several sites had attributed this quote to Emerson, but recently the actual author of the 
quote reached out to me. His name is John Dallas, Jr., author of the book, We Need to 
Have a Word: Words of Wisdom, Courage and Patience for Work, Home and 
Everywhere.  Mr. Dallas informed me that he has worked with at least one site on 
correcting the erroneous attribution of this quote to Emerson.  I was thrilled to get his 
email, and we both agreed that this is a poignant lesson for our students on examining 
sources.   
 
I have extended my sincerest apologies to Mr. Dallas, and have shared this example 
with our teachers to use with students as they engage in lessons this week on digital 
citizenship.  My process for vetting quotes going forward will be much more thorough, 
and when there is a question of a quote’s origins, I will not use it.   As an educator, 
there is nothing more powerful than setting an example of not just making mistakes 
transparent with our students, but making visible, the process by which we learn from 
them. Thank you, Mr. Dallas, for this opportunity. 
 
SPRING SPORTS 
The F.A. Day Middle School web site has been updated and now includes email 
addresses for the coaches of spring sports. More information about spring sports sign 
up and student information sessions will be shared on the web site following the link 
below, as well as via Twitter and this newsletter. 
 
Here is the web site link: 
 
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/athletics-general-information 
 
The Twitter sites are : 
 
@JMannNPS 
@FADayAthletics 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARENT/GUARDIAN INFO SESSION ON EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR FOR 
STUDENTS ON IEPs 
There will be a parent/guardian information session for parents of students on IEPs to 
offer an overview of extended school year (ESY) services, including the process for 
determining eligibility, and a general overview of programs and programming options. 
Mike Thurm, the Assistant Principal of Student Services, and Kim Skelly, Day Special 
Education Teacher will lead the session. It will take place on Wednesday, April 10th 
from 8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. in the Day Middle School cafeteria. No RSVP is required.   
 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS FOR MCAS 
The PTO has sent out a Sign Up Genius to request parent volunteers to support our 
hallway supervision during the MCAS testing blocks.  All Parent volunteers must be 
CORIed. Please contact Ms. Gandolfo in our front office if you are not certain if you 
have been CORIed in the past three years.  
 
I ask that any parents or guardians that have signed up to check in at the front office 
when you arrive on your assigned day. I will meet with all of the volunteers to offer 
guidance and give an overview of your responsibility. Thank you for your continued 
support. 
GLOBAL GOALS 
I would like to thank the Day Community for the overwhelming support and 
attendance at our annual Global Goals Exposition.  The 6th grade students and their 
teachers did an amazing job preparing for this event, and some of our change makers 
have created projects that will have a lasting positive impact on our school community. 
I would also like to thank our PTO for their generosity in supporting some of our 
student projects such as the group of students collecting books to ship to Botswana. 
 
TERM 3 
Grades close for Term 3 on 4/5/19, and Term 3 grades will be posted in the ASPEN 
Parent Portal on 4/12/19. This term teachers will be sending home a slip of paper 
asking for parents to sign indicating that they have viewed their child’s grades online. 
 
DAY INTERNATIONAL POT LUCK DINNER 
Please join us this Thursday, March 28th from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for our annual 
International Pot Luck Dinner co-sponsored by our Day Diversity Club and the Day 
PTO.  There will be delicious homemade food, entertainment and raffles.  Please follow 
the link below to sign up: 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/Dmj620L20Q88Le9D3 
 



 
SAVE THE DATE:  SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM 
Each year the Day Middle School Council sponsors an event with the Day PTO in 
support of middle school parents.  Each year the Council surveys parents to determine 
the topics they are most interested in learning more about to help plan our event.  
 
This year's Day Middle School Parent Forum will be held on May 16th at 7:00 p.m.  As 
part of the event, we will identify speakers from our parent and NPS Faculty to help 
answer parent questions, share information and facilitate conversations in order to 
keep our parent community informed and support them in parenting their middle 
school students. Thank you in advance for taking just a few minutes to complete this 
brief survey. 
 
As we get closer to the May 16th event, we will send out another survey to ask parents 
to register for their specific topic of interest.  Parents will be able to participate in up to 
three conversations on that evening. 
 
If you have not done so already, we ask you help in taking this 5-minute survey by 
following the link below: 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/ZZbZTmmasY826q6z1 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: BOSTON BOWL 
The 2nd Annual Boston Bowl Event co-sponsored by the Day PTO and Diversity Club is 
Saturday, May 18th. More information to follow.  
 
SAVE THE DATE:  NEWTON CIVICS  NIGHT 
This year all of the Newton Middle Schools will be collaborating on a Newton Civics 
Night on May 28th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post 440 to 
display their Generation Citizens Projects. More information to follow. 
 
MCAS DATES 
The dates for our spring MCAS testing at Day have been set. Please see below: 
April 1-2:  Grade 6 ELA 
April 3-4:  Grade 7 ELA 
April 5 and 8:  Grade 8 ELA 
 



May 6 -7:  Grade 6 Math 
May 8 -9:  Grade 7 Math 
May 10 and 13:  Grade 8 Math 
 
May 16-17:  Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering 
 
 
 
YEARBOOK ORDERS 
 
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at: 
 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Use the School Code: 6669 
 
The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the cost 
increases to $35.  There will be a limited number of yearbooks available for purchase 
the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the guidance office. 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The PTO is still looking for donations to our Washington D.C. Trip Scholarship Fund. 
Please consider making a donation by following the link below: 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 
 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a 
different browser or contact the Day PTO directly. 

LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS 
Many of you have reached out to me about the last day of school and the events of the 
last week of school in order to plan for summer camps and vacations.  With this past 
week’s snow day, the last day of school is now June 18th.  This will remain the last 
day provided that there are no further snow days.  
 
Here is more information about the last week of school: 



• We have scheduled the 6th and 7th grade end of year day trips for Monday, June 
17th.  There will be more information on those day trips as we get closer to the 
date.  

• The 8th grade overnight trip to Washington, D.C. is June 11th through June 14th.   
• A group of 8th grade teachers are currently planning events for June 11th through 

June 14th for the students not attending the trip to Washington D.C. More 
information on that will follow.   

• The 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony is now scheduled for the last day of school, 
Tuesday, June 18th. It is also an early release day and dismissal will be at 11:30 
a.m. 

 
I hope this helps a bit with future planning for families. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
You can also access the school calendar on our web site by following the 
link below: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580 
 
Thursday, March 28, 2019:  at 6:00 p.m. Day International Pot Luck Dinner 
 
April 1 -2, 2019:  Grade 6 ELA MCAS 
 
April 3-4, 2019: Grade 7 ELA MCAS 
 
April 5 and 8, 2019:  Grade 8 ELA MCAS 
 
April 10, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 12, 2019: Term 3 Report Cards Available 



 
April 15 – 20, 2019:  April Vacation 
 
April 23, 2019:  Principal Coffee with Dr. Henry Turner, Principal of NNHS 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 28, 2019: Newton SERVES 
 
May 2-3, 2019:  6th Grade Musical 
 
May 6-7, 2019:  6th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8-9, 2019:  7th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8, 2019:  Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 10 and 13, 2019:  8th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 16, 2019:  School Council Parent Forum at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 16-17, 2019:  8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS 
 
May 18, 2019:  Day Families at Boston Bowl  
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m. 
 
May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 28, 2019:  Newton Civics Night 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Art School 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
 



June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019:  Tentative Last Day of School (if no snow days) 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony (if no snow days) 
 
June 18, 2019:  Early Release at 11:30 a.m. (if no snow days) 
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
 
 
 


